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What Weôll Cover

Al Thompson, Managing Associate, ESA
What is Environmental Justice (where California planning and environmental compliance is 
concerned)?

What is some relevant state legislation and policy?

John Lundgren, Senior Planner, County of Sacramento
How did Sacramento County meet its requirements under SB 1000?

Practical tips for planners approaching EJ

Javier Padilla Reyes, EJ and Land Use Analyst, SFPUC
Why did SFPUC do a stand-alone EJ analysis for a wastewater project?

How did SFPUC analyze potential EJ impacts?
What was the publicôs reaction/reception?

All
EJ resources for your projects

YOUR questions!
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What We Wonôt Cover

ÅA comprehensive history of environmental justice movements, laws, 

programs, etc.

ÅHow to do EJ under NEPA

ÅYour questions we donôt have answers to
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What is Environmental Justice?

(in California planning law)

[t]he fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes 

with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and 

enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.

California Government Code Ä65040.12 (directing the California Office of Planning and 

Research to be the coordinating agency in state government for environmental justice programs)
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What is Environmental Justice?

(from a federal perspective)

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 

regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to 

the development, implementation, and enforcement of 

environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Fair treatment 

means that no group of people, including racial, ethnic, or 

socioeconomic group should bear a disproportionate share of 

the negative environmental consequences resulting from 

industrial, municipal, and commercial operations or the execution of 

federal, state, local, and tribal programs and policies.

USEPA Office of Environmental Justice, 1998 NEPA Guidance
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What is Environmental Justice?
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(a peopleôs perspective)
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Some Relevant California EJ Policy

ÅGovernment Code 65040.12 

ī OPR as EJ coordinating agency

ÅSB 1000 (Gov. Code 65302)

ī requires EJ element(s) in General Plans

ī requires consideration of disadvantaged communities and low 

income areas

īdefines ñlow income areasò as an area with household incomes 

at or below 80 percent of the statewide median income
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Some Relevant California EJ Policy

ÅSB 535, California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 
(Health and Safety Code 39711)
defines ñdisadvantaged communitiesò based on:

geographic, socioeconomic, public health, and environmental 
hazard criteria, [which] may include, but are not limited to, either of 
the following:

(a) Areas disproportionately affected by environmental pollution 
and other hazards that can lead to negative public health 
effects, exposure, or environmental degradation.

(b) Areas with concentrations of people that are of low income, 
high unemployment, low levels of homeownership, high rent 
burden, sensitive populations, or low levels of educational 
attainment.
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Adopting an Environmental Justice Element 
Sacramento Countyôs Journey

John Lundgren, Senior Planner
Office of Planning and Environmental Review

lundgrenj@saccounty.net (916) 874 -8043

AEP Annual Conference
March 26, 2019

mailto:lundgrenj@saccounty.net
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EJ - State Requirements

Å SB 1000

ïRequires cities and counties 
with disadvantaged 
communities to incorporate 
EJ policies into their general 
plans

Å To Address

ïGeographic and procedural 
inequities

ïLead to unique or 
compounded health risks in 
disadvantaged areas
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ïReducing Pollution Exposure 
and 
Improving Air Quality

ïPromoting Public Facilities

ïFood Access

ïSafe and Sanitary Homes

ïPhysical Activity

ïPromoting Civic Engagement

ïPrioritizing Improvements and 
Programs That Address the 
Needs 
of Disadvantaged Communities 

ïCrime Prevention

EJ ïTopical Areas



12 March 26, 2019 Office of Planning and Environmental Review

ÅCalEnviroScreen

ÅSACOG MTP/SCS

ÅEnvironmental Justice 
Communities

ïCommunity Scale

ïCohesive Areas

ïMost of area either: 
Disadvantaged 
Community, or Low 
Income High Minority 
area 

Identification of EJ Areas
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EJ ïPublic Outreach

Å5 CPAC Workshops

Å7 Events - Pop-Up Booths

ïTake survey 

ïWin prize

Å3 Community Workshops

ïUsed Eventbrite

ïUsed CMO and Nextdoor

ÅNumerous Meetings with 
Community and Special 
Interest Groups

ÅWeb Survey (6 languages)
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EJ ïMobile Pop - Up


